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accordingly. He can never choose between action and
inaction, he can only choose between life and death.
He can never absolve himself with the ancient plea,
* My intentions were good *, or * I meant it for the
best *, or * I have broken no commandment \ Even
savages have a more vital conception than this, with
whom an act is judged by its consequences, even as a
bridge is judged by its stability. Therefore it is man's
task to find out the consequences of acts: which means
discovering the laws of social relations, the impulses,
causes and effects of history.
Thus it is beside the point to ask the pacifist whether
he would have defended Greece from the Persian or
his sister from a would-be ravisher. Modern society
imposes a different and more concrete issue. Under
which banner of violence will he impose himself? The
violence of bourgeois relations, or the violence not only
to resist them but to end them? Bourgeois social
relations are revealing, more and more insistently, the
violence of exploitation and dispossession on which they
are founded ; more and more they harrow man with
brutality and oppression. By abstaining from action the
pacifist eairolls himself under this banner, the banner of
things as they are and getting worse, the banner of die
increasing violence and coercion exerted by the liaves
<m the have-nots. He calls increasingly into being the
viofeiices of poverty, deprivation, artificial slumps,
artistic and scientific decay, fascism, and war,
Or he can enroll himself under the revolutionary
In doing so he accepts